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Abstract

The research addressed the critical texts found in Abu Al-Faraj Al-Asfahani's
“book al-Aghani” (356 AH), describing and analyzing those that addressed the Islamic
love poets who gave rise to a new movement in the subject of flirting. Under their
guidance, the subject of love gained independence after serving as a subject for other
purposes in the poem. This raised questions about the subject of flirting and its art, and
had a significant impact on critics who adopted differing stances regarding their own

love in response to emerging trends and critical issues.

The research concentrated on the critical texts that Al-Asfahani used, and it was
content to interpret his critical texts without the narratives. He was satisfied with starting
from the narratives to interpret his texts, and it demonstrated the relationship between
Al-Asfahani's texts and the systems that encountered him and generated his texts and
critical trends, as well as dealing with his sources and critical faculties. Ultimately, the
research revealed the directions of his texts and also looked at the characteristics of his
criticism as a whole and his language in order to get at the core of the idea that al-

Asfahani seeks.

All of this is in light of the topic of love poetry and its art among Islamic love
poets. The research utilizes a descriptive approach by employing methods such as
observation, problem definition, objective description, and the development of a
testable theory, as well as an analytical approach, which is used to complete the
observation, interview, and analysis of texts and their components in order to obtain the
results. In addition to using a historical method to follow the narrated texts and classify
them in chronological order to follow the critical movement dealing with Islamic love
poets.

Keywords: text, criticism, love poetry, Al-Asfahani, critical text, Al-Aghani,

sensual flirting, chaste flirting.
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